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1
KEYBOARD FOLIO WITH ATTACHMENT
STRIP

PRIORITY CLAIM(S) and RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

Priority is claimed to U.S. Provisional Patent Application
Ser. No. 62/275,156, filed Jan. 5, 2016, which is hereby
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

This is related to U.S. patent application Ser. No. 15/150,
565, filed May 10, 2016, entitled “Friction Resistance Hinge
with Auto-Lock™; which is hereby incorporated herein by
reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to keyboard folios
for providing a wireless keyboard to a tablet computer.

Related Art

Tablet computers or tablets, such as the Apple® iPad®
tablet computer, have grown in popularity. Such tablet
computers are often thin, rectilinear computers with a broad
touch screen that can offer media viewing and user input
through a graphical keyboard. Such tablet computers can
also have a patterned magnet array to magnetically attach to
a cover.

Tablet computers risk damage from dropping because
their small size and light weight promote mobility and
holding. Often, the tablet computer has a slim, streamline
case that is aesthetically pleasing but difficult to grasp and
hold. User’s often supplement the tablet computer with a
case or folio to protect the screen and the tablet computer.
Such cases or folios can often enclose or envelope the back,
edges, and front perimeter of the tablet computer. Other
cases can grip or pinch the tablet computer.

Typing or keyed entry on the tablet computers can be
difficult due to the lack of haptic or tactile response of the
graphical keyboard, and the large amount of space required
by the graphical keyboard leaves a small viewing area.
User’s often supplement the tablet computer with a wireless
keyboard to facilitate typing or keyed entry. Such wireless
keyboards can also be incorporated into the case or folio.
Again, such cases or folios can often enclose or envelope the
back, edges, and front perimeter of the tablet computer.
Alternatively, such keyboards can have a tray to receive the
tablet computer thereon.

Some cases or folios can maintain a viewing angle of the
tablet by a hinge between the case and the keyboard. Other
keyboards or cases have a complicated folding geometry.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It has been recognized that it would be advantageous to
develop a case or folio for a tablet with a wireless keyboard
that can be oriented at an ergonomic angle or incline during
use. In addition, it has been recognized that it would be
advantageous to develop a case or folio for a tablet with a
kickstand to maintain a viewing angle of the tablet. Further-
more, it has been recognized that it would be advantageous
to develop a case or folio for a tablet that can maintain the
ergonomic angle or incline of the wireless keyboard inde-
pendent of the tablet and kickstand.

The invention provides a keyboard folio for a tablet
computer. The keyboard folio comprises a shell with a cavity
sized and shaped to receive the tablet computer. The shell
has an attachment strip along a side thereof. The attachment
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2

strip has ferromagnetic elements therein. A wireless key-
board is magnetically coupled to the shell. The wireless
keyboard has an attachment bar with ferromagnetic elements
magnetically couplable to the ferromagnetic elements of the
attachment strip of the shell. The wireless keyboard and the
shell have two configurations, including: 1) an attached
configuration in which the wireless keyboard is magnetically
coupled to the shell with the ferromagnetic elements of the
attachment bar of the wireless keyboard magnetically
coupled to the ferromagnetic elements of the attachment
strip of the shell, and 2) a detached configuration in which
the wireless keyboard is separated from the shell. The
wireless keyboard has a keyboard panel with an alphanu-
meric keyboard pivotally coupled to the attachment bar. A
keyboard hinge pivotally couples the keyboard panel to the
attachment bar. The attachment bar of the wireless keyboard
magnetically and removably attaches to the attachment strip
of'the shell in a fixed relationship. The keyboard panel pivots
with respect to the attachment bar, and thus the shell,
between: 1) a closed orientation in which the keyboard panel
is against the shell, and 2) an open orientation in which the
keyboard panel is at an obtuse angle with respect to the shell
and the attachment bar, and with the keyboard panel inclined
at an acute angle with respect to horizontal, and with the
attachment bar of the wireless keyboard remaining in the
fixed relationship with the shell.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Additional features and advantages of the invention will
be apparent from the detailed description which follows,
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings,
which together illustrate, by way of example, features of the
invention; and, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a keyboard folio in
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention,
shown with a tablet computer received in a shell, and
showing the wireless keyboard in an attached configuration
magnetically coupled to the shell, and showing a keyboard
panel of the wireless keyboard in an open orientation at an
obtuse angle with respect to the shell, and with the keyboard
panel inclined at an acute angle with respect to horizontal,
and showing the keyboard panel in an inclined orientation in
which an attachment bar is disposed under the keyboard
panel to incline the keyboard panel with respect to horizon-
tal, and showing a kickstand in a deployed orientation at an
acute angle with respect to the shell, and parallel with a
support surface;

FIG. 2 is a side view of the keyboard folio of FIG. 1, again
shown with the wireless keyboard in the attached configu-
ration, the keyboard panel in the open orientation and the
inclined orientation, and the kickstand in the deployed
orientation;

FIG. 3a is a perspective view of the wireless keyboard of
the keyboard folio of FIG. 1 showing the wireless keyboard
in a detached configuration separated from the shell, and
showing the keyboard panel in a flat configuration in a
common planar layer defined by the keyboard panel along
with the attachment bar;

FIG. 35 is a perspective view of the wireless keyboard of
the keyboard folio of FIG. 1 showing the wireless keyboard
in the detached configuration, and showing the keyboard
panel in the inclined orientation;

FIG. 4a is a front view of the shell of the keyboard folio
of FIG. 1 showing the tablet computer removed from the
shell, and the showing wireless keyboard in the detached
configuration separated from the shell;
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FIG. 454 is a rear view of the shell of the keyboard folio
of FIG. 1 showing the kickstand in a retracted orientation
adjacent the shell;

FIG. 5 is a bottom view of the keyboard folio of FIG. 1
showing the wireless keyboard in the attached configuration,
and showing the kickstand in the retracted orientation;

FIG. 6 is a side view of the keyboard folio of FIG. 1
showing the wireless keyboard in the attached configuration,
and showing the wireless keyboard in a closed orientation
against the shell, and showing the keyboard panel in the flat
configuration, and showing the kickstand in the retracted
orientation;

FIG. 7 is a side view of the wireless keyboard of the
keyboard folio of FIG. 1 showing the wireless keyboard in
the detached configuration, and showing the keyboard panel
in the flat orientation;

FIG. 8 is a top view of the wireless keyboard of the
keyboard folio of FIG. 1 showing the wireless keyboard in
the detached configuration, and showing the keyboard panel
in the flat orientation;

FIG. 9 is a front view of the wireless keyboard of the
keyboard folio of FIG. 1 showing the wireless keyboard in
the detached configuration, and showing the keyboard panel
in the flat orientation;

FIG. 10q is a partial rear view of the keyboard folio of
FIG. 1 showing a friction hinge being installed;

FIG. 105 is a partial rear view of the keyboard folio of
FIG. 1 shown with the friction hinge installed;

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of another shell of another
wireless keyboard in accordance with another embodiment
of the invention, showing wireless keyboard in the detached
configuration separated from the shell;

FIG. 12 is a side view of the shell of FIG. 11, showing
wireless keyboard in the detached configuration separated
from the shell;

FIG. 13 is a is a front view of the shell of FIG. 11 showing
the tablet computer therein, and the showing wireless key-
board in the detached configuration separated from the shell;
and

FIG. 14 is a rear view of the shell of FIG. 11 showing the
kickstand in a retracted orientation adjacent the shell.

Reference will now be made to the exemplary embodi-
ments illustrated, and specific language will be used herein
to describe the same. It will nevertheless be understood that
no limitation of the scope of the invention is thereby
intended.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE
EMBODIMENT(S)

Definitions

The terms “tablet computer” and “tablet” are used inter-
changeably herein to refer to a computer or multi-media
device that is one-piece with a screen and that is portable and
handheld. Examples of tablets include the Apple™ iPad™,
the Samsung™ Galaxy™ Tab™, etc. The screen can be a
touch screen that can receive input by touch, such as finger
swipes, and/or can have a virtual keyboard. The tablet can
have a battery and memory and a processor with software
running thereon. The tablet can have WiFi and Bluetooth
connectivity, and can have a wireless transmitter, receiver, or
transceiver. Thus, the tablet can provide internet browsing,
game playing, movie and picture display, e-book display,
etc. In addition, the tablet can include a digital camera.
Furthermore, the terms tablet computer and tablet are used
broadly herein to refer to cellular or cell phones (or smart
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4

phones) and phablets, which also provide similar computing
capabilities, battery power, memory, processor, software,
WiFi and Bluetooth connectivity, transceiver, touch screen
display, digital camera, etc. Examples of cell phones and
phablets include the Apple iPhone, the Samsung Galaxy S
phone series, the Samsung Note 3 phablet, HTC One Max,
Nokia Lumina 1520, etc.

The term “computer” is used herein to refer to a tablet
computer or tablet, as described above, as well as other
computing devices or platforms without an integrated key-
board. Such a computer can be battery operated.

The term “computing device” is used herein to refer to a
computer, desktop computer, laptop computer, tablet or
tablet computer, phablet, or cellular or cell phone with a
display screen. The display screen can be a touch screen that
can receive input by touch such as finger swipes, and/or can
have a virtual keyboard. The computing device can have
memory and a processor with software running thereon. The
computing device can have cellular, WiFi and/or Bluetooth
connectivity. Thus, the computing device can provide inter-
net browsing, game playing, movie and picture display,
e-book display, etc. The display screen can display content
or alphanumeric characters typed on the keyboard.

The term “keyboard” refers to an array or matrix of
alphanumeric (both alphabetical and/or numeric) or charac-
ter keys, modifier keys for altering the functions of other
keys, navigation keys for moving the text cursor on a
display, function keys and/or system command keys. The
keyboard can have a keyboard layout with keys arranged in
an acceptable format or standard, such as the QWERTY
layout. The keyboard layout can include three rows of
characters or letters, a row of numbers above the characters,
and one or two rows of other keys, such as a space bar,
modifier keys, function keys, navigations keys, etc., for a
total of five or six rows. Most of the keys can be square or
rectilinear buttons of the same size and shape. In addition,
the keys can be buttons capable of registering contact,
pressure or force from a user’s fingers. The keys or buttons
can use any appropriate switch technology, including for
example, membrane, dome-switch, scissor-switch, capaci-
tive, mechanical-switch, buckle spring, Hall effect, laser,
optical, etc. The keys, buttons and/or switches can provide
a feedback response and can have a travel distance. Further-
more, the keyboard can be part of, or can itself form, a leaf
or a panel that can be removably coupled to a tablet, and that
can form a cover for a tablet. In use, the keyboard can be
physically, but not electrically coupled to the tablet; or can
be remote from the tablet. When not in use, the keyboard can
be physically, but not electrically, coupled to the tablet. In
addition, the keyboard or cover can include battery power, a
wireless transmitter, receiver, or transceiver, a memory, a
processor, and software. In one aspect, the keyboard can
include WiFi and Bluetooth connectivity. In another aspect,
the keyboard can include a physical and electrical connec-
tion. Thus, they keyboard can have both a physical and a
communication connection with the tablet.

The term “ferromagnetic” is used herein to refer to a
material or element that has magnetic properties and/or an
ability to magnetically couple, either by being magnetic, or
being magnetically attracted to a magnet (such as by con-
taining iron) such that one ferromagnetic material or element
is magnetically attracted to another ferromagnetic material
or element. Thus, a ferromagnetic button is a magnet or is
magnetic, such as a permanent magnet, or is attracted to
magnets, such as by containing iron.

DESCRIPTION

The invention provides a keyboard folio for a tablet
computer. The folio comprises a wireless keyboard remov-



US 9,489,054 B1

5

ably coupled to a shell. The shell carries the tablet computer
and has a kickstand to orient the shell, and thus the tablet
computer. The shell has an attachment strip along a side
thereof (such as the bottom side) that faces forwardly and
that is flush with an opening in the shell (and parallel with
the opening and the tablet computer), and can be wider than
the remainder of the perimeter of the shell. The wireless
keyboard attaches to the attachment strip of the shell, and
thus the front of the shell. The attachment strip positions the
attachment of the wireless keyboard to front of the shell,
freeing the edge of the tablet computer and the edge of the
shell. In addition, the attachment strip displaces the attach-
ment of the wireless keyboard away from the opening of the
shell, and thus away from a display of the tablet computer
so that the view is unobstructed. Furthermore, the attach-
ment strip elevates the wireless keyboard (or keyboard panel
thereof) into an inclined orientation that can be more ergo-
nomic. The wireless keyboard has a keyboard panel flexibly
and pivotally coupled to an attachment bar (which remov-
ably coupled the keyboard panel to the attachment strip of
the shell). A flexible hinge couples the keyboard panel and
the attachment bar. The flexible hinge allows the attachment
bar to pivot under the keyboard panel to maintain the
inclined orientation, even when the wireless keyboard is
detached from the shell, and thus the tablet computer. Thus,
the incline of the keyboard panel is independent of the
orientation or the shell or even attachment of the wireless
keyboard to the shell. The kickstand is coupled to the shell
near the attachment strip. The keyboard panel and wireless
keyboard can include two or more buttons to selectively
change the wireless connection of the keyboard to different
computing devices.

As illustrated in FIGS. 1-105, a keyboard folio, indicated
generally at 10, in an example implementation in accordance
with the invention is shown for use with a tablet computer
or tablet 14. The keyboard folio 10 comprises a wireless
keyboard 18 pivotally and removably coupled to a shell 22.
The shell 22 has a cavity 26 sized and shaped to receive the
tablet computer 14. The shell 22 has a front with an opening
30 to the cavity 26, and an opposite back. The opening 30
is sized to receive the tablet 14 therethrough and to retain the
tablet in the cavity. The opening can define a front of the
shell. In addition, the shell 22 has a side defining a bottom
edge 34 when disposed upon a support surface 38. Further-
more, the shell 22 has an attachment strip 42 along a side
thereof (or the bottom edge). The attachment strip can
extend along an entire length, or substantially the entire
length, of the shell. In addition, the attachment strip can
form a portion of a perimeter of the shell, and a perimeter of
the opening to the cavity. The attachment strip 42 can define
the bottom edge 34 of the shell. The attachment strip 42 has
a front face 44 (extending along the attachment strip) that
faces forwardly, along with the shell, and that is substantially
flush with or parallel with the opening 30 to the cavity 26 of
the shell. In addition, the front face is parallel with the tablet
or display thereof. The front face 44 of the attachment strip
42, and the attachment strip 42, can be wider than another
portion of the perimeter, or remaining portion of the perim-
eter, of the shell that circumscribes the opening to the cavity
of'the shell. In addition, the front face of the attachment strip
and the attachment strip can be wider than a thickness of the
shell. The front face 44 of the attachment strip 42 of the shell
22 leaves the opening 30 to the cavity 26 exposed, and thus
exposes a surface of the tablet computer 14 (even while the
keyboard or the attachment bar thereof is attached to the
front of the shell). The shell can be formed of plastic and can
be formed by injection molding. The shell can be relatively
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stiff or rigid, with some flexibility so that the perimeter
around the opening can expand to receive the tablet there-
through, and resilient so that perimeter can contract to hold
the tablet. The attachment strip 42 has ferromagnetic ele-
ments 46 therein. The ferromagnetic elements can be
embedded in the attachment strip.

As described above, the wireless keyboard 18 is coupled
to the shell 22, both pivotally and releasably or detachably.
In addition, the wireless keyboard 18 is coupled to a front of
the shell. The wireless keyboard 18 is magnetically coupled
to the shell 22 so that the wireless keyboard 18 can be
selectively attached and detached from the shell, and thus
the tablet 14. The wireless keyboard 18 has an attachment
bar 50 releasably coupled to the attachment strip 42 of the
shell 22. The attachment bar 50 of the wireless keyboard 18
has an attachment face 54 (extending along the attachment
bar). The attachment face 54 of the attachment bar 50 of the
wireless keyboard 18 abuts to the front face 44 of the
attachment strip 42 of the shell 22 when the wireless
keyboard is magnetically coupled to the shell. The attach-
ment bar 50 of the wireless keyboard 18 is attached to the
front of the shell 22. The attachment bar 50 can be formed
of plastic, and can be formed by injection molding. The
attachment bar 50 has ferromagnetic elements 58 magneti-
cally couplable to the ferromagnetic elements 46 of the
attachment strip 42 of the shell 22. The ferromagnetic
elements can be embedded in the attachment strip.

The wireless keyboard 18 and the shell 22 have at least
two configurations, including: an attached configuration,
and a detached configuration. In the attached configuration,
as shown in FIGS. 1, 2, 5 and 6, the wireless keyboard 18
is magnetically coupled to the shell 22, with the ferromag-
netic elements 58 of the attachment bar 50 of the wireless
keyboard 18 magnetically coupled to the ferromagnetic
elements 46 of the attachment strip 42 of the shell 22. In the
detached configuration, as shown in FIGS. 3a, 35 and 7-9,
the wireless keyboard 18 is physically separated from the
shell 22, with the ferromagnetic elements 58 of the attach-
ment bar 50 of the wireless keyboard 18 detached from the
ferromagnetic elements 46 of the attachment strip 42 of the
shell 22.

In addition, the wireless keyboard 18 also has a keyboard
panel 62 pivotally coupled to the attachment bar 50 by a
keyboard hinge 66. The keyboard hinge 66 can be a flexible
hinge pivotally and/or flexible coupling the keyboard panel
and the attachment bar together. In one aspect, the keyboard
hinge or the flexible hinge can be or can comprise a strip of
silicone. The flexible hinge 66 can be free of electrical
connections between the keyboard panel and the attachment
bar. The keyboard panel 62 has an alphanumeric keyboard
70. The keyboard panel 62 can have a housing containing
and/or carrying components of the wireless keyboard, such
as a processor, a digital memory device, a transceiver, and a
battery, as described below. The housing can be formed of
plastic, and can be formed by injection molding.

As described above, the attachment bar 50 of the wireless
keyboard 18 is magnetically and removably attached to the
attachment strip 42 of the shell 22, and in a fixed relationship
without moving with respect to the attachment strip and
shell when magnetically attached. The keyboard panel 62,
however, pivots with respect to the attachment bar 50, and
thus the shell 20. The keyboard panel 62 can pivot between
at least two orientation, including: a closed orientation and
an open orientation. In the closed orientation, as shown in
FIGS. 5 and 6, the keyboard panel 62 is against the shell 22,
and extends across the opening of the shell, and thus the
tablet to protect a front or display of the tablet. In the open
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orientation, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the keyboard panel
62 is at an obtuse angle AFo with respect to the shell 22. In
addition, the keyboard panel 62 is inclined at an acute angle
Apo with respect to horizontal (and the support surface).
Furthermore, the attachment bar 50 of the wireless keyboard
18 can remain in the fixed relationship with the shell.

The keyboard panel 62 and the attachment bar 50 have at
least two configurations, including: a flat configuration, and
an inclined orientation. In the flat configuration, as shown in
FIGS. 3a and 6-9, the keyboard panel 62 and the attachment
bar 50 are in a common planar layer, defined by the
keyboard panel. The keyboard panel and the attachment bar
can be in the flat orientation while the keyboard panel 62 is
in the closed orientation with respect to the shell. In the
inclined orientation, as shown in FIGS. 1, 2 and 35, the
attachment bar 50 is rotated at least 90 degrees from the flat
configuration, and is disposed under the keyboard panel 62
to incline the keyboard panel with respect to horizontal. In
one aspect, the keyboard panel and the attachment bar can
be in the inclined orientation while the wireless keyboard
and the shell are in the attached configuration, as shown in
FIGS. 1 and 2. In another aspect, the keyboard panel and the
attachment bar can remain in the inclined orientation while
the wireless keyboard and the shell are in the detached
configuration, as shown in FIG. 3b4. Thus, the inclined
orientation of the keyboard panel can remain in an ergo-
nomic position even when the wireless keyboard is sepa-
rated from the shell. The orientation of the keyboard panel
in the inclined orientation is independent of the shell (and
the kickstand thereof). In addition, the wireless keyboard 18
is capable of independent operation with respect to the shell
22, and is capable of wirelessly connecting to the tablet
computer in the detached configuration, and capable of
maintaining the inclined configuration in the detached con-
figuration with the attachment bar under the keyboard panel.

The folio 10 can also comprise an alighment structure
between the wireless keyboard 18 and the shell 22. A
protrusion 74 extends from one of the attachment strip or the
attachment bar (such as the attachment bar 50 as shown in
FIG. 3a), and into a matching indentation 78 in another of
the attachment strip or the attachment bar (such as the
attachment strip 42 as shown in FIG. 4). The attachment
structure can resist lateral shifts or sliding between the
attachment bar and the attachment strip, and thus between
the wireless keyboard and the shell.

The folio 10 and/or the shell 22 can also comprise a
kickstand 82 pivotally coupled to the shell 22 near or at the
attachment strip 42 of the shell, and near or at the bottom
edge of the shell. Thus, the kickstand can be pivotally
coupled to the bottom edge of the shell. The kickstand 82
pivots with respect to the shell 22 between: a retracted
orientation, and multiple deployed orientations. In the
retracted orientation, as shown in FIG. 4, the kickstand is
adjacent the shell. In one aspect, the shell 22 can have an
indentation 86 in a back side of the shell sized and shaped
to receive the kickstand therein in the retracted orientation.
The kickstand and the indentation can extend a majority of
a width of the shell. In another aspect, the kickstand can
comprise a tab 90 extending from the flap, the indentation,
and/or a perimeter or side of the shell to be engaged by a
user’s finger. In the deployed orientation, as shown FIGS. 1
and 2, the kickstand 82 is at an acute angle AKo with respect
to the shell 22. The kickstand having a plurality of different
deployed orientations in which the kickstand forms different
acute angles with respect to the shell. In addition, the
kickstand can be disposed on and parallel with the support
surface 38, because the kickstand is pivotally coupled to the
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bottom edge of the shell. The kickstand 82 can be formed of
a planar metallic flap, and can have a silicon bead extending
around a majority of a perimeter edge of the flap.

The kickstand 82 can have a lobe 94 extending into a
notch 98 in the shell 22. The lobe 94 can have a bore 102
therein with a cross-sectional shape. The shell 22 can have
a slot 106 with a cross-sectional shape different than the
cross-sectional shape of the bore of the lobe. The slot 106
can extend from a perimeter side 110 of the shell to the notch
98. The slot 106 of the shell 22 can be aligned with the bore
102 of the lobe 94 of the kickstand 82.

A resistance hinge 114 is coupled between the lobe 94 of
the kickstand 82 and the shell 22. The hinge 114 has a head
118 with a cross-sectional shape mating with the cross-
sectional shape of the bore 102 so that the head is fixedly
retained within the bore and with respect to the kickstand 82.
The hinge 114 also has a key 122 rotatable with respect to
the head 118 and having a cross-sectional shape mating with
the cross-sectional shape of the slot 106 so that the key is
fixedly retained within the slot and with respect to the shell
22. The slot 106 is aligned with the bore 102 allows for
installation of the resistance hinge 114. A cross-sectional
size of the slot 106 is larger than a cross-sectional size of the
bore 102 so that the hinge 114 is capable of being inserted
into the slot through the perimeter side 110 of the shell 22
until the head 118 is retained in the bore 102 of the lobe 94
of the kickstand 82, and the key 122 is retained in the slot
106 of the shell 22. In addition, the slot can extend into the
attachment strip of the shell, with the attachment strip
providing additional thickness or volume within the shell to
receive the slot, and thus the resistance hinge.

As described above, they wireless keyboard 10 and the
keyboard panel 62 can comprise a processor 130 or 134
coupled to the alphanumeric keyboard 70, a digital memory
device 138, a wireless transceiver 142 coupled to the pro-
cessor and/or the digital memory device, and capable of
sending keystrokes from the alphanumeric keyboard, and a
battery 146 power source coupled to the transceiver and the
processor. In one aspect, the processor 130 can be electri-
cally and operatively coupled to the keys of the alphanu-
meric keyboard, the battery power source, the wireless
transceiver, and the digital memory device. In another
aspect, the processor 134 can include the wireless trans-
ceiver and/or the digital memory device, and can be elec-
trically and operatively coupled to the keys and the battery
power source. The wireless keyboard is operable to receive
keystrokes from a user and wirelessly transmit the key-
strokes to the tablet computer. The transceiver of the wire-
less keyboard can wirelessly connect and communicate with
a wireless transceiver of the tablet or other computing
device. The processor, digital memory device, wireless
transceiver and the battery can be disposed in the housing of
the keyboard panel.

The wireless keyboard 18 and/or the keyboard panel 62
can further comprise at least two buttons 150 in one aspect,
or at least three buttons in another aspect, disposed on the
keyboard panel, and associated with different wireless con-
nections between at least two different computing devices,
including the tablet computer 22 and another computing
device, such as a desktop computer, a cellular phone, or
another tablet. The keyboard can be configured to toggle
between a plurality of wireless connections with a plurality
of computing devices. The keyboard can have a switching
mechanism to switch between typing on different computing
devices. In one aspect, at least two buttons can be disposed
on the keyboard panel and associated with different wireless
connections between at least two different computing
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devices. In another aspect, at least three buttons can be
disposed on the keyboard panel and associated with different
wireless connections between at least three different com-
puting devices, including a desktop computer, a tablet com-
puter, and a cellular phone. The keyboard can have a
switching mechanism, which would allow the user to switch
between typing on a smart phone, tablet or regular computer.

Referring to FIGS. 11-14, another shell 225 is shown
which is similar in many respects to that described above,
and which description is hereby incorporated herein by
reference. The shell 2256 can include an elongated indenta-
tion 160 and a loop 164 extending over the elongated
indentation 160 to removably receive and secure a stylus. In
addition, the kickstand 82 can include bumpers 168 or feet
to secure the kickstand with respect to the support surface.

Various aspects of a wireless keyboard are described in
U.S. Pat. No. 8,917,499, which is hereby incorporated
herein by reference in its entirety.

While the forgoing examples are illustrative of the prin-
ciples of the present invention in one or more particular
applications, it will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in
the art that numerous modifications in form, usage and
details of implementation can be made without the exercise
of inventive faculty, and without departing from the prin-
ciples and concepts of the invention. Accordingly, it is not
intended that the invention be limited, except as by the
claims set forth below.

The invention claimed is:

1. A keyboard folio for a tablet computer, the keyboard
folio comprising:

a) a shell with a cavity sized and shaped to receive the

tablet computer;

b) the shell having an attachment strip along a side
thereof, a front face extending along the attachment
strip and being flush with an opening to the cavity of
the shell; the attachment strip having ferromagnetic
elements therein;

¢) a wireless keyboard magnetically coupled to the shell;

d) the wireless keyboard having an attachment bar with
ferromagnetic elements magnetically couplable to the
ferromagnetic elements of the attachment strip of the
shell, the wireless keyboard and the shell having two
configurations, including:

i) an attached configuration in which the wireless key-
board is magnetically coupled to the shell with the
ferromagnetic elements of the attachment bar of the
wireless keyboard magnetically coupled to the ferro-
magnetic elements of the attachment strip of the shell,
and

ii) a detached configuration in which the wireless key-
board is separated from the shell;

e) the wireless keyboard having a keyboard panel with an
alphanumeric keyboard pivotally coupled to the attach-
ment bar, and a keyboard hinge pivotally coupling the
keyboard panel to the attachment bar; and

f) the attachment bar of the wireless keyboard magneti-
cally and removably attaching to the attachment strip of
the shell in a fixed relationship, while the keyboard
panel pivots with respect to the attachment bar, and thus
the shell, between:

1) a closed orientation in which the keyboard panel and the
attachment bar are against the shell and form a common
planar layer, and

i) an open orientation in which the keyboard panel is at
an obtuse angle with respect to the shell and the
attachment bar, and with the keyboard panel inclined at
an acute angle with respect to horizontal, and with the
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attachment bar of the wireless keyboard remaining in
the fixed relationship with the shell.

2. The keyboard folio in accordance with claim 1, further
comprising:

b) an attachment face extending along the attachment bar

of the wireless keyboard;

c) the attachment face of the attachment bar of the
wireless keyboard abutting to the front face of the
attachment strip of the shell in the attached configura-
tion;

d) the attachment bar of the wireless keyboard being
attached to a front of the shell; and

e) the front face of the attachment strip of the shell leaving
the opening to the cavity exposed, and thus being
configured to expose a surface of the tablet computer,
while the attachment bar of the wireless keyboard is
attached to the front of the shell.

3. The keyboard folio in accordance with claim 2, wherein
the front face of the attachment strip of the shell is wider
than a remaining perimeter of the shell circumscribing the
opening to the cavity of the shell.

4. The keyboard folio in accordance with claim 1, wherein
the keyboard hinge is a flexible hinge flexibly coupling the
keyboard panel and the attachment bar, and wherein the
keyboard hinge is free of electrical connections between the
keyboard panel and the attachment bar.

5. The keyboard folio in accordance with claim 4, wherein
the flexible hinge comprises a strip of silicone.

6. The keyboard folio in accordance with claim 1, further
comprising:

an alignment structure between the wireless keyboard and
the shell comprising a protrusion extending from one of
the attachment strip or the attachment bar, and into a
matching indentation in another of the attachment strip
or the attachment bar.

7. The keyboard folio in accordance with claim 1, wherein
the keyboard panel and the attachment bar of the wireless
keyboard have two configurations, including: i) a flat con-
figuration in which the keyboard panel and the attachment
bar are in the common planar layer, and ii) an inclined
orientation in which the attachment bar is rotated at least 90
degrees from the flat configuration and is disposable under
the keyboard panel to incline the keyboard panel with
respect to horizontal.

8. The keyboard folio in accordance with claim 7, wherein
the wireless keyboard is capable of independent operation
with respect to the shell, and is capable of wirelessly
connecting to the tablet computer in the detached configu-
ration, and capable of maintaining the inclined configura-
tion, with the attachment bar under the keyboard panel, in
the detached configuration.

9. The keyboard folio in accordance with claim 1, wherein
the attachment strip of the shell defines a bottom edge when
disposed on a support surface; and further comprising:

a) a kickstand pivotally coupled to the bottom edge of the

shell; and

b) the kickstand pivoting with respect to the shell
between:

i) a retracted orientation in which the kickstand is
adjacent to the shell and parallel with the shell, and

ii) a deployed orientation in which the kickstand is at an
acute angle with respect to the shell, and is parallel
with the support surface, the kickstand having a
plurality of different deployed orientations in which
the kickstand forms different acute angles with
respect to the shell.
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10. The keyboard folio in accordance with claim 9, further
comprising:

a) the kickstand having a lobe extending into a notch in

the shell;

b) the lobe having a bore therein with a cross-sectional
shape, and the attachment strip having a slot with a
cross-sectional shape different than the cross-sectional
shape of the bore of the lobe, the slot extending from
a perimeter side of the shell to the notch, and the slot
of the shell being aligned with the bore of the lobe of
the kickstand;

c) at least one resistance hinge coupled between the lobe
and the shell, the hinge having a head with a cross-
sectional shape mating with the cross-sectional shape
of'the bore so that the head is fixedly retained within the
bore and with respect to the kickstand, the hinge having
a key rotatable with respect to the head and having a
cross-sectional shape mating with the cross-sectional
shape of the slot so that the key is fixedly retained
within the slot and with respect to the shell; and

d) a cross-sectional size of the slot being larger than a
cross-sectional size of the bore so that the hinge is
capable of being inserted into the slot through the
perimeter side of the shell until the head is retained in
the bore of the lobe of the kickstand and the key is
retained in the slot of the shell.

11. The keyboard folio in accordance with claim 9, further

comprising:

an indentation in a back side of the shell sized and shaped
to receive the kickstand therein in the retracted orien-
tation.

12. The keyboard folio in accordance with claim 9,
wherein the kickstand comprises a planar metallic flap with
a width extending a majority of a width of the shell, and a
silicon bead extending around a majority of a perimeter edge
of the flap.

13. The keyboard folio in accordance with claim 9,
wherein the kickstand comprises a tab extending from the
flap.

14. The keyboard folio in accordance with claim 1,
wherein the keyboard panel comprises a processor coupled
to the alphanumeric keyboard, a wireless transceiver
coupled to the processor and capable of sending keystrokes
from the alphanumeric keyboard, and a battery power source
coupled to the transceiver and the processor.

15. The keyboard folio in accordance with claim 14,
further comprising:

at least two buttons disposed on the keyboard panel and
associated with different wireless connections between
at least two different computing devices, including the
tablet computer and another computing device.

16. A keyboard folio for a tablet computer, the keyboard

folio comprising:

a) a shell with a cavity sized and shaped to receive the
tablet computer;

b) the shell having an attachment strip along a side
thereof, the attachment strip having ferromagnetic ele-
ments therein;

¢) a front face extending along the attachment strip of the
shell and being substantially flush with or parallel with
an opening to the cavity of the shell;

d) the front face of the attachment strip of the shell being
wider than another portion of a remaining perimeter of
the shell circumscribing the opening to the cavity of the
shell;

e) a wireless keyboard magnetically coupled to the shell;
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) the wireless keyboard having an attachment bar with
ferromagnetic elements magnetically couplable to the
ferromagnetic elements of the attachment strip of the
shell;

g) an attachment face extending along the attachment bar
of the wireless keyboard;

h) the attachment face of the attachment bar of the
wireless keyboard abutting to the front face of the
attachment strip of the shell when the wireless key-
board is magnetically coupled to the shell, the attach-
ment bar of the wireless keyboard being attached to a
front of the shell;

1) the front face of the attachment strip of the shell leaving
the opening to the cavity exposed, and thus being
configured to expose a surface of the tablet computer,
while the attachment bar of the wireless keyboard is
attached to the front of the shell;

j) the wireless keyboard and the shell having two con-
figurations, including:

i) an attached configuration in which the wireless key-
board is magnetically coupled to the shell with the
ferromagnetic elements of the attachment bar of the
wireless keyboard magnetically coupled to the ferro-
magnetic elements of the attachment strip of the shell,
and

ii) a detached configuration in which the wireless key-
board is separated from the shell;

k) the wireless keyboard having a keyboard panel with an
alphanumeric keyboard pivotally coupled to the attach-
ment bar, and a keyboard hinge pivotally coupling the
keyboard panel to the attachment bar;

1) the keyboard hinge being a flexible hinge flexible
coupling the keyboard panel and the attachment bar,
and the keyboard hinge being free of electrical con-
nections between the keyboard panel and the attach-
ment bar;

m) the attachment bar of the wireless keyboard magneti-
cally and removably attaching to the attachment strip of
the shell in a fixed relationship, while the keyboard
panel pivots with respect to the attachment bar, and thus
the shell, between:

1) a closed orientation in which the keyboard panel and the
attachment bar are against the shell and form a common
planar layer,

and ii) an open orientation in which the keyboard panel is
at an obtuse angle with respect to the shell, and with the
keyboard panel inclined at an acute angle with respect
to horizontal, and with the attachment bar of the
wireless keyboard remaining in the fixed relationship
with the shell;

n) the keyboard panel and the attachment bar have two
configurations, including:

1) a flat configuration in which the keyboard panel and the
attachment bar are in the common planar layer, and
ii) an inclined orientation in which the attachment bar is
rotated at least 90 degrees from the flat configuration
and is disposable under the keyboard panel to incline

the keyboard panel with respect to horizontal; and

0) the wireless keyboard is capable of independent opera-
tion with respect to the shell, and is capable of wire-
lessly connecting to the tablet computer in the detached
configuration, and capable of maintaining the inclined
configuration in the detached configuration with the
attachment bar under the keyboard panel.

17. The keyboard folio in accordance with claim 16,

further comprising:

a) a kickstand pivotally coupled to the shell; and
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b) the kickstand pivoting with respect to the shell
between:

i) a retracted orientation in which the kickstand is
adjacent the shell, and

ii) a deployed orientation in which the kickstand is at an
acute angle with respect to the shell, the kickstand
having a plurality of different deployed orientations
in which the kickstand forms different acute angles
with respect to the shell.

18. The keyboard folio in accordance with claim 17,
further comprising:

a) the kickstand having a lobe extending into a notch in

the shell;

b) the lobe having a bore therein with a cross-sectional
shape, and the attachment strip having a slot with a
cross-sectional shape different than the cross-sectional
shape of the bore of the lobe, the slot extending from
a perimeter side of the shell to the notch, and the slot
of the shell being aligned with the bore of the lobe of
the kickstand;

c) at least one resistance hinge coupled between the lobe
and the shell, the hinge having a head with a cross-
sectional shape mating with the cross-sectional shape
of'the bore so that the head is fixedly retained within the
bore and with respect to the kickstand, the hinge having
a key rotatable with respect to the head and having a
cross-sectional shape mating with the cross-sectional
shape of the slot so that the key is fixedly retained
within the slot and with respect to the shell; and

d) a cross-sectional size of the slot being larger than a
cross-sectional size of the bore so that the hinge is
capable of being inserted into the slot through the
perimeter side of the shell until the head is retained in
the bore of the lobe of the kickstand and the key is
retained in the slot of the shell.

19. The keyboard folio in accordance with claim 16,
wherein the keyboard panel comprises a processor coupled
to the alphanumeric keyboard, a wireless transceiver
coupled to the processor and capable of sending keystrokes
from the alphanumeric keyboard, a battery power source
coupled to the transceiver and the processor, and at least two
buttons disposed on the keyboard panel and associated with
different wireless connections between at least two different
computing devices, including the tablet computer and
another computing device.

20. A keyboard folio for a tablet computer, the keyboard
folio comprising:

a) a shell with a cavity sized and shaped to receive the

tablet computer;

b) the shell having an attachment strip along a side
thereof, the attachment strip having ferromagnetic ele-
ments therein;

¢) a front face extending along the attachment strip of the
shell and being substantially flush with or parallel with
an opening to the cavity of the shell;

d) the front face of the attachment strip of the shell being
wider than another portion of a remaining perimeter of
the shell circumscribing the opening to the cavity of the
shell;

e) a wireless keyboard magnetically coupled to the shell;

) the wireless keyboard having an attachment bar with
ferromagnetic elements magnetically couplable to the
ferromagnetic elements of the attachment strip of the
shell;

g) an attachment face extending along the attachment bar
of the wireless keyboard;
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h) the attachment face of the attachment bar of the
wireless keyboard abutting to the front face of the
attachment strip of the shell when the wireless key-
board is magnetically coupled to the shell, the attach-
ment bar of the wireless keyboard being attached to a
front of the shell;

1) the front face of the attachment strip of the shell leaving
the opening to the cavity exposed, and thus being
configured to expose a surface of the tablet computer,
while the attachment bar of the wireless keyboard is
attached to the front of the shell;

j) the wireless keyboard and the shell having two con-
figurations, including:

i) an attached configuration in which the wireless
keyboard is magnetically coupled to the shell with
the ferromagnetic elements of the attachment bar of
the wireless keyboard magnetically coupled to the
ferromagnetic elements of the attachment strip of the
shell, and

ii) a detached configuration in which the wireless
keyboard is separated from the shell;

k) the wireless keyboard having a keyboard panel with an
alphanumeric keyboard pivotally coupled to the attach-
ment bar, and a keyboard hinge pivotally coupling the
keyboard panel to the attachment bar;

1) the keyboard hinge being a flexible hinge flexible
coupling the keyboard panel and the attachment bar,
and the keyboard hinge being free of electrical con-
nections between the keyboard panel and the attach-
ment bar;

m) the attachment bar of the wireless keyboard magneti-
cally and removably attaching to the attachment strip of
the shell in a fixed relationship, while the keyboard
panel pivots with respect to the attachment bar, and thus
the shell, between:

i) a closed orientation in which the keyboard panel is
against the shell, and

i) an open orientation in which the keyboard panel is
at an obtuse angle with respect to the shell, and with
the keyboard panel inclined at an acute angle with
respect to horizontal, and with the attachment bar of
the wireless keyboard remaining in the fixed rela-
tionship with the shell;

n) the keyboard panel and the attachment bar have two
configurations, including:

1) a flat configuration in which the keyboard panel and
the attachment bar are in a common planar layer
defined by the keyboard panel, and

ii) an inclined orientation in which the attachment bar
is rotated at least 90 degrees from the flat configu-
ration and is disposable under the keyboard panel to
incline the keyboard panel with respect to horizontal;

0) the wireless keyboard is capable of independent opera-
tion with respect to the shell, and is capable of wire-
lessly connecting to the tablet computer in the detached
configuration, and capable of maintaining the inclined
configuration in the detached configuration with the
attachment bar under the keyboard panel;

p) a kickstand pivotally coupled to a bottom edge of the
shell, the bottom edge being defined by the attachment
strip of the shell;

q) the kickstand pivoting with respect to the shell
between:

i) a retracted orientation in which the kickstand is
adjacent the shell, and

ii) a deployed orientation in which the kickstand is at an
acute angle with respect to the shell, the kickstand
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having a plurality of different deployed orientations
in which the kickstand forms different acute angles
with respect to the shell;

r) the kickstand having a lobe extending into a notch in the
shell; 5

s) the lobe having a bore therein with a cross-sectional
shape, and the attachment strip having a slot with a
cross-sectional shape different than the cross-sectional
shape of the bore of the lobe, the slot extending from
a perimeter side of the shell to the notch, and the slot 10
of the shell being aligned with the bore of the lobe of
the kickstand;

t) at least one resistance hinge coupled between the lobe
and the shell, the hinge having a head with a cross-
sectional shape mating with the cross-sectional shape 15
of'the bore so that the head is fixedly retained within the
bore and with respect to the kickstand, the hinge having
a key rotatable with respect to the head and having a
cross-sectional shape mating with the cross-sectional
shape of the slot so that the key is fixedly retained 20
within the slot and with respect to the shell; and

u) a cross-sectional size of the slot being larger than a
cross-sectional size of the bore so that the hinge is
capable of being inserted into the slot through the
perimeter side of the shell until the head is retained in 25
the bore of the lobe of the kickstand and the key is
retained in the slot of the shell.

#* #* #* #* #*



